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feeling, but united quite loosely by the memory of its former
existence as a kingdom ; the Church was exceptionally strong
within it; the local counts were powerful and divided in
their sympathies; and the king had an especial interest
in its close attachment to the Crown. Therefore the ducal
authority was not comparable with that in the other duchies,
while the king's presence was frequently needed to settle its
disputes and to maintain his own interests.

The mastery In the first three years of his reign Otto I had been faced
of Otto wfth a series of dangers from every side. Fortunately for
him they had not been quite simultaneous, or he must have
succumbed to their united weight; and in the last and
most pressing he had been saved by an almost miraculous
accident, without even the issue of a battle. But he had
proved himself in adversity, by the coolness and judgment
with which he had confronted each crisis as it occurred. He
had shown himself capable not only of retaining the position
his father had won, but even of extending it considerably
during these perilous years. And so he had earned the
respect which his contemporaries would only give to one
whom they acknowledged as their master, and he ensured
himself thereby a period of comparative peace for some
His plan of twelve years. He employed it in consolidating the govern-
government ment Of hjs kingdom, and especially in tackling the problem
of the duchies ; the control of them had fallen into his hands,
for three out of the four had become vacant by the treason
of the dukes. His ultimate policy was to make them appan-
ages of the royal family, but his brother Henry was not at
first to be trusted, and his two children were not yet of age.
It was only in 947 that his plan could be put fully into effect.
Franconia was not properly reconstituted as a duchy ; Otto
kept it in his own hands, and it was always to remain attached
to the kingship. For Lorraine his first idea was his brother
Henry, but as he continued to plot revolt, a loyal Lotharingian
count, Otto by name, was appointed as duke. He died in
944 and then the duchy was given to the leading noble in
Franconia, Conrad the Red, whom Otto married to his
daughter Liutgarde in 947. The previous year, following on
the death of his wife Edith, he had designated his son Liudolf
as his successor and obtained the consent of the magnates
to his election. In 947 Liudolf married Ida, daughter and